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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Earl of H /RCOURT, 


Governor to 


His ROYAL HiGHNEss 


PRINCE of W ALES, 


| AND 
Prince ED W ARD, 
This following ESSAY 1s moſt hum- 
bly dedicated by | 
His Lordſhit's 
Moft humble Servant, 
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|S the following excellent Eſſay on 
Education was wrote above a Cen- 
tury fince by one of the greateſt 
Men cf that Age, and not to be 
purchaſed ſeparate for many Years, 
it is thought neceſſary at this Func- 
ture to reprint it, as the Proſperity of ourſelves and 
Poſterity depend, in a great Meaſure, on the Edu- 
cation of two Princes whoſe Example in Learning 
and Virtue, it is hoped, will be a Model for the 
Youth of this Nation. T our great Misfortune it is 
fo be lamented, that of late Years, however learn- 
ed ſome of our Youth have been, they have acquired 
ſo large a Share of the Immorality of the Age, 
and given ſuch a Looſe to the Vices and Pleaſures 
8 of the Town, that they have ruin'd their Conſti- 
3 tutins and Fortunes before they have arrived at 
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an Age to compleat their Studies. Happy would 
it be for us if Idleneſs and Effeminacy to modiſh 
Pleaſures and Diverfions were reftrained, and 
Milton's G:l/der Rule obſerved, then thoſe. tuo 
| Semenaries of Learning the Univerſities would 
not have ſo many Difficulties to encounter with; 
for if that Virtue, which is as flrongly inculcated 
in them as the learned Languages to qualify them 
for their Studies, was not poiſon'd by their getting 
too early acquainted with the Debaucheries of the 
Town, there is muth Reaſon to think it would 
greatly contribute to prevent ſuch Irregularities 
as have lately happen'd, and prevent many of 
our Nobility and Gentry from ſending their 
Children to foreign Univerſities for Education. 


HOWEFER this is our Conſolation, that 
as it is not doubted but the noble Lord, intruſted 
with the Care of the Education of two Princes 
of ſuch promiſing Geniuſes, is in every Reſpect 
equal to ſo important a Taſk, that he will culti- 
vate in them ſuch Rudiments of Religton, Learn- 
ing, and Liberty, as will conduce to the Happi- 
neſs of the preſent and future Ages, by their ſet- 
ting Examples worthy of the Immitation of all 
Orders and Degrees of Youth, as will contribute 


to make us a learned, juſt, and happy People. 
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EDUCATION. 
bar | 
uſted AN long fince perſuaded, that to 
nces Q ſay, or do ought worth Memory 
ſpeft | and Imitation, no Purpoſe or Reſ- 
ls. | pect ſhould ſooner move us, than 
ſimply the Love of God, and of 
_— Mankind. Nevertheleſs, to write 


I 1 now the reforming of Education, though it be one 
"ſet- ol the greateſt and nobleſt Deſigns that can be 
f all thought on, and for the Want whereof this Nation 
ibute | periſhes, I had not yet at this Time been induc'd, 
* but by your earneſt Entreaties, and ſerious Conjure- 

ments; as having my Mind for the preſent halt di- 
verted in the Purſuance of ſome other Aſſertions, 
_— the 


LL 
the Knowledge and Uſe of which cannot but be 
a great Furtherance both to the Enlargement of 
Truth and honeſt Living, with much more Peace. © 
Nor ſhould the Laws of any private Friendſhip have A 
prevail'd with me to divide thus, or tranſpoſe my 
former Thoughts, but that I ſee thoſe Aims, thoſe 
Actions which, have won you with me the Eſteem of 
a Perſon ſent hither by ſome good Providence from 
a far Country, to be the Occaſion and the Incite- 
ment of great Good to this Iſland. And, as I hear, 
you have obtain'd the fame Repute with Men of 
maſt approved Wiſdom, and ſome of the higheſt 4 
Authority amangſt us. Not to mention the leads 
Correſpondence which you hold in Foreign Parts, ; 
and the extraordinary Pains and Diligence which 
you have us'd in this Matter, both here, and be- þ 
yond the Seas ; either by the definite Will of God 8 
ſo ruling, or the peculiar Sway of Nature, which 
alſo is God's working. Neither can I think that fo , 
reputed, and ſo valu'd as you are, you would, to ; 
the Forfeit of your own diſcerning Ability, impoſe 
upon me an unfit and over ponderous Argument, 
but that the Satisfaction which you profeſs jo have 
received from thoſe incidental Diſcourſes which we 
have wander'd into, hath preit and almoſt con- 
ſtain'd you into a Perſyaſion, that what you require 
from me in this Point, I neither ought, nor can in 
Conſcience defer beyond this Time bath of ſo much 
Need at once, and ſo much Opportunity to try 
what God hath determin'd, I will not reſiſt there- 
fore, whatever 1t 1s, either of divine, or humane 
Gen that you lay upon me; but will forth- 
with 
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| 63) 
with ſet down in Writing, as you requeſt me; that 


Fa. 


voluntary Idea, which hath Jong in Silence preſented 


” irſelf to me, of a better Education, in Extent and 


Comprehenſion far more large, and yet of Time far 
ſhorter, and of Attainment far more certain, than 
hath been yet in Practice. Brief I ſhall endeavour 
to be; for that which I have to ſay, aſſuredly this 
Nation hath extream Need ſhould be done ſooner - 
than ſpoken. To tell you therefore what I have 
benefited herein among old renowed Authors, I ſhall 
* ſpare; and to ſearch what many modern Janua's 
and Dida#ies, more than ever I ſhall read, have 
projected, my lnclination leads me not. But if you 
can accept of theſe few Obſervations which have 
flower' d off, and are, as it were, the burniſhing of 
many ſtudious and contemplative Years, altogether 
; ſpent in the Search of religious and civil Know- 
© ledge, and ſuch as pleas'd you fo well in the 
© relating, I here give you them to diſpoſe of. 
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Tu End then of Learning, is to repair the 
* Ruins of our firſt Parents, by regaining to know 
God aright, and out of that Knowledge to love 
him, to imitate him, to be like him, as we may 
the neareſt by poſſeſſing our Souls of true Virtue, 
2 Which being united to the heavenly Grace of Faith, 
makes up the higheſt Perfection. But becauſe our 
: Underſtanding cannot in this Body found itſelf but 
on ſenſible Things, nor arrive ſo clearly to the 
+ Knowledge of God and Things inviſible, as by or- 
derly conning over the viſible and inferior Creature; 
the ſame Method is neceſſarily to be follow'd in all 
' B 2 diſcreet 
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diſcreet Teaching. And ſeeing every Nation affords 
not Experience and Tradition enough tor all Kind 
of Learning, therefore we are chiefly taught the 
Languages of thoſe People who have at any Time 
been moſt induſtrious after Wiſdom z ſo that 
Language is but the Inſtrument conveying to vs 
Things uſeful to be known. And though a Linguiſt 
ſhould pride himſelf to have all the Tongues that 
Babel cleft the World into, yet, if he have not 
ſtudied the ſolid Things in them, as well as the 
Words and Lexicons, he were nothing ſo much to 
be eſteem'd a learned Man, as any Yeoman or 
Tradſeman, competently wiſe in his Mother- 
Dialect only. Hence appear the many Miſtakes 
which have made Learning generally ſo unpleaſing 
and ſo unſucceſsful z firſt, we do amiſs to ſpend 
ſeven or eight Years merely in ſcraping together ſo 
much miſerable Latix and Greek, as might be 
learn'd otherwiſe eaſily and delightfully in one 
Year. And that which caſts our Proficiency there- 
in ſo much behind, is our Time loſt, partly in too 
oft idle Vacancies given both to Schools and 
Univerſities, partly in a prepoſterous Exaction, 
forcing the empty V its of Children to compoſe 
Themes, Verſes and Orations, which are the Acts 
of ripeſt Judgment, and the final Work of a 
Head fill'd by long reading and obſerving, with 
elegant Maxims, and copious Invention. Theſe are 
not Matters to be wrung from pour Striplings, like 
Blood out of the Noſe, or the plucking of untimely 
Fruit, Beſides, the ill Habit which they get of 
pm barbarizing againſt the Latin and Greek 

: | Idiom, 


(5) 
Idiom, with their untutor'd Angliciſins, odious to be 
read, yet not to be avoided without a well continu d 
and judicious converſing among pure Authors 
digeſted, which they ſcarce taſte z whereas, if after 
ſome preparatory Grounds of Speech by their 
certain Forms got into Memory, they were led to 
the Praxis thereof in ſome choſen ſhort Book leſſon d 
thoroughly to them, they might then forthwith pro- 
ceed to learn the Subſtance of good Things, and 
Arts in due Order, which would bring the whole 


Language quickly into their Power. This I take 


to be the molt rational and moſt profitable Way of 
learning Languages, and whereby we may beſt 
hope to give Account to God of our Youth ſpent 
herein: And for the uſual Method of teaching 
Arts, I deem it to be an old Error of Univerſities, 
not yet well recover*d from the Scholaſtick Groſſneſs 
of barbarous Ages, that inſtead of beginning with 
Arts moit eaſy, and thoſe be ſuch as are moſt ob- 


vious to the Senſe, they preſent their young unma- 
triculated Novices, at firſt coming, with the moſt 


intellective Abſtractions of Logick and Metaphi- 
ſicks : So that they having but newly left thoſe 


Grammatick Flats and Shallows, where they ſtuck 


unreaſonably to learn a few Words with lamentable 


Conſtruction, and now on the ſudden tranſported. 


under another Climate, to be toſt and turmoil'd 
with their unballaſted Wits, in fathomleſs and un- 
quiet Deeps of Controverſy, do for the moſt Part 
grow into Hatred and Contempt of Learning, 
mock'd and deluded all this while with ragged 
Notions and Babblements, while they expected 
worthy 


of 
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worthy and delightful Knowledge z till Poverty or 
youthful Years call them importunately their 
. ſeveral Ways, and haſten them, with the Sway of 
Friends, either to be an ambitious and mercenary, 
or ignorantly zealous Divinity: Some allur'd to the 
Trade of Law, grounding their Purpoſes not on 
the prudent and heavenly Contemplation of Jaſtice 
and Equity, which was never taught them, but on 
the promiſing and pleaſing Thoughts of litigious 
Terms, fat Contentions, and flowing Fees. Others 
betake them to State Affairs, with Souls fo un- 
principled in Virtue, and true generous Breeding, 
that Flattery and Court Shifts, and tyrannous 
Aphoriſms, appear to them the higheſt Points of 
Wrfdom ; infttfling their barren Hearts with a con- 
ſcrentious Slavery, if as I rather think, it be not 
feign'd. Others, laſtly, of a more delicious and 
any Spirit, retire themſelves, knowing no better, 
to the Enjoyments of Eaſe and Luxury, living out 
their Days in Feaſt and Jollity; which, indeed, is 
the wiſeſt and the ſafeſt Courſe of all theſe, unleſs 
they were with more Integrity undertaken. And 
tlicſe are the Fruits of miſpending our prime Youth 
at the Schools and Univerſities, as we do, either in 
learning mere Words, or ſuch Things chiefly as 
were better unlrarn'd. | 


I SHAI I. detain you no longer in the Demon- 
ſtration of what we ſhould not do, but ſtrait conduct 
you to a Hill-Side, where I will point you out the 
Path of a virtuous and noble Education; laborious 
indeed, at thę firſt Aſcent, but elſe ſo ſmooth, ſo 

as green, 
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green, ſo full of goadly Proſpect, and melodious 
or Sounds on every Side, that the Harp of Orpbeus 
was not more charming. I doubt net but ye ſhall 
have more ado to drive our dulleſt and lazieſt 
ary, MW Youth, our Stocks and Stubs, from the infinite 
Deſire of ſuch a happy Nurture, than we have now _ 
n to hale and drag our choiceſt hapefulleſt Wis ta, 
lice that aſinine Feaſt of Sow Thiſtles and Brambles, 
which is commonly ſet before them, as all the Food 
and Entertainment of their tendereſt and moſt doci - 
ble Age. I call therefore a complete and generous . 
Education, that which fits a Man to perform juſtly, 
ſkilfully, and magoanimauſly, all the Offices, both 
private and publick, of Peace and War. And how 
all this may be done between twelve and ane in 
twenty, leſs Time than is now beſtaw'd in pure 
trifling at Grammar and Sopheſiry, 8 to be thus: 
order'd, | 


FIRST, To find out a fpacious Houſe, and 
Ground about it, fit for an Academy, and big enough 
to lodge a hundred and fifty Perfans, whereof 
twenty, or thereabout, may be Attendants, al 
under the Government of one, who. ſhall be thought 
* of Deſert ſufficient, and Ability either to do all, or 

as wiſely to direct and overſee it done. This Place 
ſnould be at once both School and Univerſity, not 

needing; a Remove to any other Houſe of Scholar- 

n. ſhip, except it be ſame pecular College of Law, or 


2 Phyfick, where they mean to be a Practitioner; 

he but as for thoſe general Studies, which take up all 

« our Time from Lilly, to the commencing, as they d 
0 


term 
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term it, Maſter of Art, it ſhould be abſolute. After 
this Pattern, as many Edifices may be converted 
to this Uſe, as ſhall be needful in every City 
throughout this Land, which would tend much to 
the encreaſe of Learning and Civility every where. 
This Number, leſs or more thus collected, to the 
Convenience of a Foot Company, or interchange- 
ably two Troops of Cavalry, ſhould divide their 
Day's Work into three Parts, as it lies orderly 
their Studies, their Exerciſe, and their Diet. 


Fo their Studies; Firſt, they ſhould begin 
with the chief and neceſſary Rules of ſome good 
Grammar, either that now us'd, or any better; and 
while this is doing, their Speech is to be faſhion'd 
to a diftin&t 'and- clear Pronunciation, as near as 
may be to the Halian, eſpecially in Vowels : For we 


Engliſhmen being far Northerly, do not open our 
Mouths in the cold Air, wide enough to grace a 


Southern Tongue; but are obſerv'd by all other 
Nations to ſpeak exceeding cloſe and inward : So 
that to ſmatter Latin with an Engliſh Mouth, is as 
ill a hearing as Law-French, Nextto make them 
expert in the uſefulleſt Points of Grammar, and 
withal to ſeaſon them, and win them early to the 
Love of Virtue and true Labour, cer any flattering 


Seducement, or vain Principle ſeize them wander- 


ing, ſome eaſy and delightful Book of Education 


ſhould be read to them; whereof the Greet, have 


Store, as Cebes, Plutarch, and other Socratic Diſ- 


courſes. But in Latin, we have none of Claſſick 
Authority extant, except the two or three firſt- 


Books 
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Books of Quintilian, and ſome ſelect Pieces elſe- 
where, But here the main Skill and Ground-Work 
will be to temper them ſuch Lectures and Explana- 
tions upon every Opportunity, as may lead and 
draw them in willing Obedience, enflam'd with a 
Study of Learning, and the Admiration of Vir- 
tue; flirr'd up with high Hopes of living to be 
Men, and worthy Patriots, dear to God, and fa- 
mous to all Ages: That they may deſpiſe and 
ſcorn all their childiſh and 1/|-taughr Qualiries, to 
delight in manly and liberal Exerciſes : Which he 
who hath the Art, and proper Eioquence to catch 
them with, what with mild and effectual Perſuaſions, 
and what with the Intimation of ſome Fear, if need 
be, but chiefly by his own Example, might in a ſhort 
Space gain them to an incredible Diligence and 
Courage; infuſing into their young Breaſts ſuch an 
ingenious and noble Ardour, as would not fail to 
make many of them renown'd and matchleſs Men. 
At the ſame Tune, ſome dther Hour of the Day, 
might be taught them the Rules of Arithmetick, 
and ſoon after the Elements of Geometry, even 
playing, as the old Manner was. After Evening 
Repaſt, till Bed-time, their Thoughts will be beſt 
taken up in the eaſy Grounds of Religion, and the 
Story of Scripture. The next Step would be to 
the Authors on Agriculture. Cato, Varro and Colu- 
mella, for the Matter is moſt eaſy, and if the Lan- 
guage be difficult, ſo much the better, it is not a 
Difficulty above their Years. And here will be an 
Occaſion of inciting and inabling them hereafter to 
improve the Tillage of their Country, to recover 

C the 


(10) 
the bad Soil, and to remedy the Waſte that is 
made of good: For this is one of Hercules's Praiſes, 
E'er Half theſe Authors be read (which will ſoon 
be with plying hard, and daily) they cannot chuſe 
but be Maſters of any ordinary Proſe : So that it 
will be then ſeaſonable for them to learn, in any 
modern Author, the Uſe of the Globes, and all 
the Maps; firſt, with the old Names, and then 
with the new : Or they might be then capable to 
read any compendious Method of natural Philoſo- 
phy; and at the ſame Time might be entering into 
the Greek Tongue, after the ſame Manner as was 
preſcrib'd in the Latin; whereby the Difficulties of 
Grammar being ſoon overcome, all the Hittorical 
Phyſiology of Ariſtotle and Theophraſtus are open 
before them, and, as I may ſay, under Contribu- 
tion. The like Acceſs will be to Vitruwvius, to Se- 
neca's natural Queſtions, ro Mela, Celſus, Pliny, 
or Solinus. And having thus paſt the Principles of 
 Arithmetick, Geometry, Aſtronomy, and Geography, 
with a general Compact of Phylicks, they may de- 
ſcend in Mathematicks to the inſtrumental Science 
of Trigonometry, and from thence to Fortification, 
Architecture, Enginry, or Navigation. And in 
natural Philoſophy they may proceed leiſurely from 
the, Hiſtory of Meteors, Minerals, Plants, and 
living Creatures, as far as Anatomy. Then alſo 
in Courſe might be read to them, out of ſome not 
tedious Writer, the Inſtitution of Phyſick, that 
they may know the Tempers, the Humours, the 
Seaſons, and how to manage a Crudity : Which he 
who can wiſely and timely do, is not only a great 

Phyſician 
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Phyfician to himſelf, and to his Friends, alſo 
may at ſome Time or other ſave an Army by this 
frugal and expenſeleſs Means only; and not let the 
healthy and ſtout Bodies of young Men rot away 
under him for want of this Diſcipline ; which is a 
great Pity, and no leſs a Shame to the Commander, 
To ct forward all theſe Proceedings in Nature and 
Mathematicks, what hinders, but that they may 
procure, as oft as ſhall be needful, the helpful Ex- 
periences of Hunters, Fowlers, Fiſhermen, Shep- 
herds, Gardeners, Apothecaries z and in the other 
Sciences, Architects, Engineers, Mariners, Ana- 
tomiſts; who doubtleſs will be ready, ſome for Re- 
ward, and ſome to favour ſuch a hopeful Seminary ? 
And this will give them ſuch a real Tincture of 
natural Knowledge, as they ſhall never forget, but 
daily augment with Delight. Then alſo thoſe Poets 
which are now counted moſt hard, will be both 


| facil and pleaſant, Orpheus, Hefiod, Theocritus, A. 


ratus, Nicander, Oppian, Dionyſius; and in Latin, 
Lucretius, Manilius, and the rural Part of Virgil. 


By this Time, Years and good general Precepts 
will have furniſhed them more diſtinctly with that 
Act of Reafon, which in Erhicks is called Proai- 
reſis ; that they may with ſome Judgment contem- 
plate upon moral Good and Evil. Then will be 
requir'd a ſpecial Reinforcement of conſtant and 
ſound Endoctrinating, to ſet them right and firm, 


_ inſtructing them more amply in the Knowledge of 


Virtue, and the Hatred of Vice, while their young 
and pliant Afgedtions are led through all the moral 
C 2 Works 
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Works of Plato, Xenophon, Cicero, Plutarch, Laer- 


tins, and thoſe Locrian Remnants, but ſtill to be 
reduc'd in their Nightward Studies, wherewith they 
cloſe the Day's Work, under the determinate Sen- 
tence of David or Sclomon, or the Evangeliſts and 
Apoſtolick Scriptures, Being perfect in the Know- 
ledge of perſonal Duty, they may then begin the 
Study of Economies: And either now, or before 
this, they may have eaſily learn'd, at any odd 


Hour, the 1talian Tongue. And ſoon after, but 


with Warineſs and good Antidote, it would be 
wholſome enough to let them taſte ſome choice 
Comedies, Greet, Latin, or Italian: Thoſe Tra- 
gedies allo that treat of Houſhold Matters, as 
Trachiniæ, Alceſtis, and the like. The next Re- 
move muſt be to the Study of Politicks, to know 
the Beginning, End, and Reafons of political So- 
cities, that they may not, in a dangerous Fit of 
the Commonwealth, be ſuch poor, ſhaken, uncer- 


tain Reeds, of ſuch a tottering Conſcience, as 


many of our great Councellors have lately ſnewn 
themſelves, but ſtedfaſt Pillars of the State. After 
this, they are to dive into the Grounds of Law, 
and legal Juſtice ; deliver*d firſt, and with beſt 
Warrant, by Moſes ; and as far as human Prudence 
can be truſted, in thoſe extoll'd Remains of Gre- 
cian Law-givers, Licurgus, Solon, Zaleucus, Cha- 
rondas, and thence to all the Roman Edidis and 
Tables with their Juſtinian; and ſo down to the 
Saxon and Common Laws of England, and the 
Statutes. Sundays alſo, and every Evening, may 
be now ' underſtandingly ſ pent in the higheſt Matters 


of 
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of Theology and Church Hiſtory, ancient and mo- 
dern: And eer this Time the Hebrew Tongue at 
a ſet Hour might have been gain'd, that the Scrip- , 
tures may be now read in their own Original ; 
whereto it would be no Impoſſibility to add the 
Chaldee and the Syrian Dialect. When all theſe 
Employments are well conquer'd, then will the 
choice Hiſtories, Heroick Poems, and A!tick Tra- 
gedies, of ſtatelieſt and moſt regal Argument, with 
all the famous political Orations, offer themſelves z 
which, if they were not only read, but ſome of 
them got by Memory, and ſolemnly pronounc'd 
with right Accent and Grace, as might be taught, 
would endue them even with the Spirit and Vigour 
of Demoſthenes or Cicero, Euripides or Sopbocles. 
And now, laſtly, will be the Time to read with 
them, thoſe organick Arts which enable Men to 
diſcourſe and write perſpicuouſly, elegantly, and 
according to the fitted Stile of lofty, mean, or 


lowly. Logick therefore, ſo much as is uſeful, is 


to be referr'd to this due Place, with all her well- 
couch'd Heads and Topicks, until it be Time to 
open her contracted Palm, into a graceful and or- 
nate Rhetorick, taught out of the Rule of Plato, 
Ariſtotle, Pbalerius, Cicero, Hermogenes, Longinus. 
To which, Poetry would be made ſubſequent, or, 
indeed, rather precedent, as being leſs ſubtle and 
fine, but more ſimple, ſenſuous and paſſionate, I 
mean not here the Proſody of a Verſe, which they 
could not have hit on before among the Rudiments 
of Grammar, but that ſublime Art which in Ar:- 
ſtotle's Poeticks, in Horace, and the [talian Com- 

| mentaries 
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mentaries of Caſtelvetro, Taſſo, Mazzoni, and 
others, teaches what the Laws are of a true Epick 
Poem, what of a Dramatick, what of a Hrick, 
what Decorum is, which is the grand Maſter-piece 
to obſerve. This would make them ſoon perceive 
what deſpicable Creatures our common Rhymers 
and Play- writers be, and ſhew them what religious, 
what glorious and magnificent Uſe might be made 
of Poetry, both in divine and human Things. 
From hence, and not till now, will be the right 
Seaſon of forming them to be able Writers and 


Compoſers in every excellent Matter, when they 


ſhall be thus fraught with an univerſal Inſight into 
Things. Or whether they be to ſpeak in Parlia- 
ment or Council, Honour and Attention would be 
waiting on their Lips. There would then allo ap- 
pear in Pulpits other Viſages, other Geſtures, and 
Stuff otherwiſe wrought, than what we now fit 
under, oft-times to as great a Trial of our Patience, 
as any other that they preach to us. Theſe are the 


Studies wherein our noble and our gentle Youth 


ought to beſtow their Time in a diſciplinary Way, 
from twelve to one and twenty; unleſs they rely 
more upon their Anceſtors dead, than upon them- 


. ſelves living. In which methodical Courſe it is fo 


ſuppos'd they muſt proceed by the ſteady Pace of 
learning onward, as at convenient Times, for Me- 
mory*s Sake, to retire back into the middle Ward, 
and ſometimes into the Rear of what they have 
been taught, until they have confirm'd, and ſolid- 
ly united, the whole Body of their perfected Know- 
ledge, like the laſt embattelling of a Roman Le- 


gion. 
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gion, Now will be worth the ſeeing what Exer⸗ 
ciſes and Recreations may beſt agree, and become 
theſe Studies. 


Their x 


Tur Courſe of Study hitherto briefly deſcrib'd, 
is, what I can gueſs by reading, likeſt to thoſe 
ancient and famous Schools of Pythagoras, Plato, 
Ifocrates, Ariſtotle, and ſuch others, out of which 
were bred up ſuch a Number of renown'd Philoſo- 
phers, Orators, Hiſtorians, Poets and Princes, all 
over Greece, Italy, and Afia, beſides the flouriſh- 
ing Studies of Cyrene and Alexandria. But herein 
it ſhall exceed them, and ſupply a Defect as great 
as that which Plato noted in the Commonwealth of 
Sparta; whereas that City train'd up their Youth +, 
moſt for War, and theſe in their Academies and 
Lyceum, all for the Gown ; this Inſtitution of breed- 
ing which I here delineate, ſhall be equally good, 
both for Peace and War ; therefore about an Hour 
and a Half e'er they eat at Noon, ſhould be al- 
low'd them for Exerciſe, and due Reſt afterwards : 
But the Time for this may be enlarg'd at Pleaſure, 
according as their riſing in the Morning ſhall be 
early. The Exerciſes which I commend firſt, is 
the exact Uſe of their Weapon, to guard and to 
ſtrike ſafely with Edge or Point; this will keep 
them healthy, nimble, ſtrong, and well in Breath; 
is alſo the likelieſt Means to make them grow large 
and tall, and to inſpire them with a gallant and 


fearleſs Courage, which being tempered with ſea- 
ſonable 


(16) 
ſonable Iectures and Precepts to them of true For- 
titude and Patience, will turn into a native and 
heroick Valour, and make them hate the Cowardiſe 
of doing wrong. They muſt be alſo practis'd in 
all che Locks and Gripes of Wrettling, wherein 
Enpliſhmen were wont to excel, as need may often 
be in Fight to tug or grapple, and to cloſe. And 
this, perhaps, will be enough, wherein to prove 
and heat their ſingle Strength. The Interim of 
unſweating themſelves regularly, and convenient 
Reſt before Meat, may both with Profit and De- 
light be taken up in recreating and compoſing their 
travaild Spirits, with the folemn and divine Har- 
monies of Muſick heard or learnt , either while 
the ſkiltul Organiſt plies his grave and fancied 
Deſcants in lofty Fugues, or the whole Symphony 
with artful and unimaginable Touches adorn and 
grace the well-ſtudied Cords of ſome choice Com- 
poſer; ſometimes the Lute, or ſoft Organ ſtop 
Waiting on elegant Voices, either to religious, ma- 
terial, or civil Ditties; which, if wiſe Men and 
Prophets be not extremely out, have a great Power 
over Diſpoſitions and Manners, to ſmooth and 


| make them gentle from ruſtick Harſhnefs and diſ- 


emper*d Paſſions, The like alſo would not be 
- unexpedient after Meat, to aſſiſt and cheriſh Na- 
ture in her firſt Concoction, and ſend their Minds 
back to Study in good Tune and Satisfaction : 
Where having follow'd it cloſe under vigilant Eyes, 
till about two-Hours before Supper, they are by 
a ſudden Alarum or Watch-word to be call'd out 
ef their military Motions under Skie or Covert, 
„ according 
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id ccording to the Seaſon, as was the Roman Cuſtom 

fe rſt on Foot, then, as their Age permits, on 

in orfe-back, to all the Art of Cavalry: That hav- 

in ng in Sport, but with much Exactneſs, and daily 

en uſter, ſerv'd out the Rudiments of their Soldier- 

d ip in all the Skill of Embattelling, Marching, 

Je Encamping, Fortifying, Beſieging and Battering, 

of rich all the Helps of ancient and modern Strata- 

nt gems, Tactics and warhke Maxims, they may, as 

FR it were, out of a long War, come forth renown*d 

ir and pertect Commanders in the Service of their 

* Country. They would not then, if they were 

* truſted with fair and hopeſul Armies, ſuffer them, 

1 for want of juſt and wiſe Diſcipline, to ſhed away 

y from about them like ſick Feathers, tho' they be 

d never ſo oft ſupply'd : They would not ſuffer their 

kb empty and unrecruitable Colonels of twenty Men 

p in a Company, to quaff out, or convey into ſecret 

by | Hoards, the Wages of a deluſive Lift, and a mi- 

4 ſerable Remnant; yet in the mean- while to be 

. over-malter*d with a Score or two of Drunkards, LY 
d the only Soldiery left about them, or elſe to com- 
1 ply with ail Rapines and Violences. No, certainly, |.” 
0 if they knew aught of that Knowledge which bes vor - 
"i longs to good Men or good Governors, they would © : 
18 not fuller theſe T ings, But to return, to our own 7x0 — 
; Inſtitute ; beſides theſe conſtant Exerciſes at Home, 

. there is another Opportunity of gaining Experi- 

y ence, to be won from Pleaſure itſelf Abroad. In 

1 thoſe vernal Seaſons of the Year, when the r is | a 
t. calm and pleaſant, it were an Injury and Sullenneſs 

4 againſt Nature, not to go out and fee her Riches, 2 
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and partake in her Rejoicing with Heaven and 
Farth. IT ſhould not therefore be a Perſuader to 
them ot ſtudying much then, after two. or three 
Years that they have well laid their Grounds; but 
to ride out Companies, with prudent and ſtaid 
Guides, to 3 the Quarters of the Land: Learn. 
ing and obſerving all Places of Strength, all Com- 
modities of | Building and of Soil, for Towns and 
ige. Harbours and Ports for Trade, Some- 
times taking Sra as far as to our Navy, to learn 
there alſo what they can in the practical Knowledge 
of Sailing, and of Sca bt. Theſe Ways would 
try all their peculiar Gifts of Nature, and if there 
were any ſecret Excellence among them, would 
fetch it out, and give it fair Opportunitics to ad- 
vance itſelf by, which could not but mightily re- 
dound to the Good of this Nation, and bring 0 
Faſhion again thoſe old admir'd Virtues and Excc! 
lencics, with far more Advantage, now in this Pu- 
rity of Chriſtian Knowledge. Nor ſhall we then 
need the Monſieurs of Paris to take our hope u 
Youth into their ſlight and prodigal Cuſtodies, and 
ſend them over back again transform'd into Mi- 
micks, Apes, and Kickſhaws. But if they deſire 
to ſee other Countries at three or four and twenty 
Years of Age, not to learn Principles, but to en- 
large Experience, and make wiſe Obſervations, 
they will by that Time be ſuch as ſhall deſerve the 
Regard and Honour of all Men where they pals, 
and the Society and Friendſhip of thoſe in all Places 
who are beit and moſt eminent, And perhaps then 
other Nations will be glad to viſit us for their 

| * aeg 
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Capacity enough to apprehend. * 
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Breeding, or elſe to imitate A in their on 5 5 
Country. I 8 


Now, laſtly, for their Diet, there cannot be 
much to ſay, fave only that it would be beſt in the | 
ſame Houſe 3 for much Time elſe would be loſt 
Abroad, and many ill Habits got; and that it | 
ſhould be plain, healthful, and moderate, I ſup- 
poſe is out 7 Controverſy, Thus, Mr. Hartlib, 
you have a general View in writing, as your De- 
ſire was, of that which at ſeveral Times I had diſ- 
cours'd with you concerning the beſt and nobleſt 
Way of Education; not beginning, as ſome have 
done, from the Cradle, which yet might be worth 
many Conſiderations, if Brevity had not been my 
Scope, Many other Circumſtances alſo I could 
have mention'd, but this, to ſuch as have the 
Wofth in them to make Trial, for Light and Di- 
rection, may be enough. Only, I believe, that 
this is not a Bow for every Man to ſhoot in, that 
counts himſelf a Teacher, but will require Sinews 
almoſt equal to thoſe which Homer gave Ulyſſes ;. 
yet I am withal perſuaded, that it may prove much 
more ealy in the Eſſay, than it now ſeems at 
Dittance, and much more illuſtrious : Howbeit, 
not more difficult than I imagine, and that Ima- 
gination preients me with nothing but very happy 
and very poſſible, according to beſt Wiſhes; if 
God hath ſo decreed, and this Age hath Spirit and 
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